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cuit in Sfteeu days and bringing to an
end the best’ trip yet taken in this dis-

trict. -t. .-X.

>

NATIVE PROPAGATING

OF THE GOSPEL.

From Annual Report of Miss M. L.

Chase, September, 1903.

Third, The doctrine of Satan. Knovvingfl

so well the dark misery of his service,

i

they still believe him to be their e'verj

present enemy, seeking todestroy them,!

and only by the constant presence of

the Holy Spirit in their hearts can he

overcome. Day and night they search

the Scriptures and with- childlike faith’

the word is accepted and passed on
;
this

is the secret of their being so vvonderfur-j

Jf'rom those in positions of greatest re-

sponsibility down to Vhe i lowest
coolie all are for the most part evangel-
ists. A few of the words heard from the
lips of chair coolies as we travel r are
“Have you heard the Jesus doctrine?”
“Have^vou received the peace of God?’*
“Do you k now there is no other way .^to

be saved except by believing in ,tl^e

name of Jesus?” Then the question
comes, “If I should believe now, what
about all my past sins?” Some will say
“lam bid now and have faithfully wor-
shiped my ancestors in, the hope of re-

ceiving merit in the future. Will that
all count for nothing if I believe?’’

They answer “Study God’s Word and
believe and He will give you peace for

.the future. We all sin, butsince we have
believed the Holy Spirit leads us each
day to strive to do God’s will.,\’ And
thus with all of them when they once
open their hearts to this Gospel of peace.
Preaching the good tidings is the one
thing of importance. Persecution, sting-

ing criticisms, physical weariness,
nothing deters them from telling others
of their new found faith, which has
brought to them the peace that passeth
all understanding. One of the native
preachers was put in prison for preach-
ing the Gospel in a far away place
where it had never been introduced.
When asked what he did while a pri.son-

er he replied “I read God’s Word and
sang hymns.” After they have accept-
ed Christ as their personal Savior one
cannot but be impressed with the way in

which the following teachings have
taken hold of them : First, The doctrine
of the Holj'^ Spirit, without whose in- .

dwelling they realize that they are
powerless to do anything for God

;

Second, The doctrine of the second
coming. Living in daily- and prayerful
expectation for His return, they must
labor diligently while it is yet day

;

ly used in

brethren.
converting their heathen

KOREA. AFTER UTAH.

From i Annual Report of Rev. S. Fi

. Moore, June, 1904. *1
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months, have elapsed since we,,

landed, October 29th. Mr. Mille^

kindly let us occupy his house for a feij

weeks, when we moved into our wiiitei

quarters on Miss Wambold’s compound
The upper story of the house was uu

finished. After camping here for five

months it was necessary to vacate the

house the middle of April. As the

house for single ladies, .which we
to occupy, was yet unfinished, we pac

our goods, thankful that we had so Ijtj

tie to pack, and stored them in the ne^

hospital. Mrs. Moore and the .boys

spqnt the next month at the hotel,*

being absent in the country part of the

time. About the middle of May
moyed to our present quarters,

house being on the slope of the moun
tain outside the South Gate. Here w<

were able to unpack our trunks for th

first time in two and one half years.

We have been thus forcibly remindei

that we are pilgrims and strangers

having here no continuing city

seeking one to come. An unsettled cor

ditiou and frequent moves have

been conducive to the most effectiv

work, but on looking back the mouthi

seem full of mercies. No serious illne:^

has come nigh our dwelling, and Mr^

Moore’s health has improved very de

cidedly since we moved to our preset

quarters. After a year in Utah, it seen

ed a great mercy to set foot again

Korea, where there is not only tpucl

sowing but also some reaping to

done.
As soon as we were settled- 1 was of

for Pai Chun, where I made a round.

0
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the stations. There is something touch-

ing in the welcome a missionarj’ gets

after returning from furlough. The
people are so glad to see him that some
of them cry. One large man with

heavy black beard took me bj^ the hand
and said never a word, while the tears

ran down his cheeks and his heart was
thanking God. Forty-two adults and
twenty children were baptized on that

trip. One school was started and has

been maintained since with an attend-

ance of six boys and four girls. . The
teacher's board and half the expenses
are borne by the little group at the

magistracy.

I have had the privilege of talking

with a good many' Koreans who came to

the house to see me, and several have
expressed their purpose to lead a Christ-

ian life. One of the most interesting

is a young Buddhist priest, who is a

scholarly fellow. He is well upon the

ladder of official promotion, keeps a

ser\ant, and has paid his board for a

couple of months in advance, declaring

hhnself a believer and expressing his

^»ose to make a thorough study' of

Wfistian doctrine. He looked into

Romanism before he came to us and
seems like a uierchantman seeking goodly'

pearls; but it is too early in his career

to make any forecast of his future.

My Sabbaths have been spent in seed-

sowing at the river villages, where I

have had no native assistant to give his

time to the work. By the kindness of

Toronto friends a small hut has been
purchased for meetings there. Many
hear the Word at our open air meetings
aud some books has been sold and many
tracts distributed. A few souls have ex-
pressed their purpose to lead a new life,

but they need much instruction and I

hope for a native-assistant to go about
among these 25000 souls, who are scat-

tered along the river for a distance of

five miles

UNLETTERED, HUT FAITHFUL.

By Dr. Evil H. Field.

J
am always impre.ssed with the deep
Christian character of the little hunch

back woman Mrs. Pak. No one in the

church seems to so long for the uncon-
verted or to so earnestly work to bring
back those who seem to be falling by the
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way. Not long ago I heard her .say

to Mr. Clark when he was telling, her
how to keep the record of her “ten” “I
cannot keep the book for I can neither

read nor write. But I will know whether
they come or not and I will plead with
them,” and she does it. Once last fall

she went to the home of a butcher,
whose wife was sick, aud for a number
of days did the house work and looked
after things until the woman was able

herself to take up the work. Many in

the church, I am afraid, would not have
done it because of the fact that they
were butchers, but Mrs. Pak seems not
to think of those things. She is past

sixty and probably it will be true as she

remarked the other day when they were
all saying good-bye, “These young wo-
men will probably see you again but be-

fore you return I will probably have
gone to heaven. ’

’

THE INVISIBLE AUDIENCE. '

''^^E were spending the night with a

Christian. During supper, which

I ate in a shed- by lantern light, 1 could

hear strange sounds like rats in the straw

bordering the top of the fence. How-
ever I knew these were female rats of

the human species, who were trying to

get a glimpse of the foreigner eating.

Korean women’s curiosity is uncontroll-

able. After supper we put the lauteru

on a little Korean table in the court-yard

and preached to the blank air, so it

would appear. But there was an audi-

ence and we knew it, but all that was

visible was au irregular line of black

bumps that one might dimly descry

above the fence on all four sides of the

court-yard. This meant an audience of

from 25 to 50 women drawn by the ir-

resistible desire fora sight-see. We hope

they left with a little vision of life’s

deeper purposes. While my helper was

preaching I .sat on a mat in the court-

yard and looked upon this picture, at

once laughable and pitiable, because in

that scene was portrayed the life of wo-

man in Korea. One could not have a

better portrayal of Korean womanhood
in its first glimpse after the truth—the

courtyard of an humble blacksmiih,

illumined by a strange light, merely a

foreign lantern, but so much brighter

than their little oil dip as to always cause

remark. Some men come in and sit or
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portance of special effort to reach them

th’-nugjh the medium of the printed

. , u
In tlie course of the discussion which

followed Mr. Moore said ‘ While the

lack of Christian literature has been a

drawback, it is not without a silver lin-

ing. The fact that a Christian family

has no literature but the New Testa-

ment and a hymn book is not so great

a drawback as it seems. I have seen

some Chriiitians sing the hymn book

clear through. So with the New Testa-

ment, they would read and read. These

are some of the questions asked me :

What does the passage mean which

speaks of John’s being greater than any

in the kingdon of heaven ? What does

it mean by Jesus preachiug to the spirits

in prison? Why did they take Ananias

out and bury him without letting his

wife know? That stone that falls on

people, what does that mean?”

I'irst upon tne afternoon's programme
Dr. Scranton made an address on

FOREIGN MISSIONS AS VIEWED BY THE

HOME CHURCH.

He emphasized especially the many
calls to missionary activity on the part of

Christians at home and the vast amount
of practically foreign mission work
which is being done for the various

cla.-^ses of immigrants who swarm into

the United States and Canada. We are

on the battle-line but we cannot see all

the fighting, and in truth the forces are

much more extended th.au we perceive.

Philanthropic projects belong properly

in a later stage than the church has

reached in Korea, and it is a mistake to

expect that the Christians of other lands,

already weighted with a multitude of

such burdens, should do here the work
which the native church will of neces-

sity ultimately take up.

Mr. Moose followed with an address

upon

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NATIVE
MINISTRY.

JJitherto, he said, the leaders and doers

in the progress of the church in

Korea have been foreigners,, who have
multiplied themselves and their influence

through the helpers associated with
them in the control of local groups.

But the rapid increase of the church

renders this method more and more

impossible. It is increasingly plainer

that we west have a native ministry.

The first generation of native minis-

ters will naturally model after the

foreigners, and this places us in a very

responsible position. Paul says ‘Be ye

followers of me, even as I also am of

Christ,” and so must we say and must

be careful how we follow Him in all

things.

The speaker went on to emphasize

the need of a genuine call from the

Holy Spirit to those who should study

for the ministry, and the Hirther fact

that the call to the ministry is also a call

to prepare for the ministry, which lays

upon the present missionary body the

duty of providing a method of prepara-

tion. Training classes for helpers are a

step in the right direction, but they are

only a step. He expressed the hope

that one result of this Conference would

be the bringing into existence of the

necessary facilities for the instruction

of ministerial candidates. But above

all we can do much even now' in the old

way in which ministers were trained be-

fore there were any theological semina-

ries in America, the hand to hand method

of personal contact with those who elect

to work for the Lord. And indeed, even

thou«^h seminaries came into being, this

would still be the important element—

that of talk by the road and in the study

and as we went out to preach together;

so that we come back again to our first

remark, that i the place of the foreign

missionary in view' of this exigency is a

very responsible one. ^

teachers will breed a spirit-filled minis-

try. So shall the next twenty years

bring a glorious success. God will use

us as we let Him.
Mr. Houushell said that he was im-

pressed with the fact that, in view'

o

their opportunities the Koreans are the

best preachers he knows of. A man

who hears the Gospel directly goes ou

and tells others. There are a few

filled preachers in Korea, and this tact

gives us much hope.

Mr. Moore called the attention of the

audience to the fact that at the recent

session of the Presbyterian Council

twenty-six candidates for the ministry

were reported as already in training or
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THE GOSPEL REGENERATES.

From Monthly Station Report of

Rev. S. F. Moore, November, 1904.

^FTER a thirty-six days’ round of

the groups I would report that the

spiritual status of the work seems to be
about the same as a year ago. They
that were lukewarm seem to be luke-

warm still. In eight places the pulse

beats full and strong, in four'places it is

decidedly weak, and in other four it is

hardly up to medium.
.-\mong the sorrowful things to be

mentioned is Sabbath breaking, for

which one butcher and a half dozen
farmers were suspended. The butcher
says he canuot help working on Sunday
when the market comes on that day,

and the farmers say that they keep the

Sabbath usually, but in harvest time
they are unable to resist the pressure

brought to bear upon them by their land

lords, who in some instances threaten
to take their land away from them if

they persist in delaying the work. The
agent sent down from Seoul is impatient
to get through and go back to the city,

and it is really a serious matter in some
instances, as the loss of their land

would mean disaster. Besides those
suspended there were a number of

farmers who had missed one or two
Sabbaths for similar reasons

;
but as they

expressed their sorrow and their pur-

pose to transgress no more, they were
not suspended.

I was impressed with the terrible,

dreadful poverty of the people. The
ordinary tax is about two dollars per hut,

and this year, besides the usual tax paid

to the government, they ha-ve paid on
an average twice as much to the Japan-
ese to assist in constructing the railway.

The money was not paid to the Japan-
ese, but was used to pay the men sent

from the different villages to do the
work called for by the Japanese, who
paid very little money to many of those
employed, making up for it by giving
them an abundance of blows. As a con-
sequence, almost all the people are in

debt. Our Christians are among the
poorest people as a rnie, and I don’t

think there are ten in a hundred families

who are not in debt. None pay le.ss

than 5 '’j per month, and some are pay-

ing 12% per month! So it is not sur
prising that soap and towels are luxuries
beyond their reach, and that they can-
not afford to paper even one room.
Poverty has come to many as a result of

laziness, but not to all. When I asked
one of our earnest Christians at Muhak-
kol how much he was reading his Bible
these days, he said that he read it only
on Sundays, and by way of explanation
stated that he was off to work before
daylight and did not get home till dark,
when be was too tired, so he just prayed
with his family night and morning.

.'^It Tangkol I performed the marriage
ceremony for a couple in the smallest,

meanest hut—only one room in the house.

The groom was eighteen and the bride

twenty. They were bashful, but the

bride has attended Bible class, knows
how to read, and was an improvement
on some others in that she was able to

respond to the questions.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
was administered in twelve places, giv-

ing opportunity for all the people in the.

district to partake. All examinations
for baptism were postponed until spring

trip.

The feeling that it is necessary to

educate the children is growing strong

and stronger, and on this trip arrange-

ments were made for four day-schools,

three of which have already commenced
work. There being no foreign mone}',

the native brethren give the teacher his

meals and provide running expenses, I

agreeing to give each teacher a new suit

of winter clothes. Besides these four

schools, instruction will be given in two
other groups as far as possible, the

teacher having been selected and con
s’nting to work withc^ut pay. In both

instances the man to do the teaching

owns some land and will be able to give a

good deal of time to the work, but not

all their time. Besides this there are to

be night schools in two places, and the

friends are going to try to read Enraun
this winter. Before believing they were
content to let the children grow up in

ignorance and to be ignorant them-
selves

;
but now almost all seem to be

making an effort to learn to read and to

teach the children. There are three

boys at Chung Chon, more than one
hundred li from the nearest group, who
can read the Testament better than their
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fathers, who read fairly well. They are
little chaps, and the group is too small
to have a school of any sort as yet.

Heretofore the custom has been in

this district to take one newspaper in

each group for the use of the group. On
this trip I took trouble to explain to them
the foreign custom of having the paper
in every house and our financial loss by
having so few subscribers. One month’s
tobacco money, I told them, would
secure the paper for a year, and they
could paper their houses with it when
the year was over. In answer to this

appeal thirty-four names were secured,
nearly all new ones. I was surprised at

Parukai by the questions fired at me one
after the other:—How far is it to where
the clouds go? Why is it that it don’t
hurt your eyes to look at the sun early
in the morning at sunrise and does hurt
them at noon? Why doesn’t the snow
melt on top of the high mountains in

hot countries? Who had great power
in Europe a hundred years ago? etc.,

etc. The questioner was a fourteen
year old boy, who had been reading the
“Christian News.’’

I had testimony meetings in most
places, and some of them seemed quite
helpful, a number of lips being opened
to speak in meeting for the first time.

Four persons made the good decision in

as many places. Two of these begin-
ners are seventeen-year-old boys, who
have studied Chinese. They are pro-

mising fellows, and one of them gave
his first testimony at an evening meet-
ing. A couple of back-sliding families

returned to the fold at Notolli, and over
$20 was subscribed for a chapel at Tang
Kol. The chapel at Keum Chun magis-
tracy has been occupied by the Japanese
soldiers and was left in bad shape. A
subscription was taken to fix it up, aud
a Christian brother has now moved in.

Nine new Sabbath-schools were start-

ed in as many places, where they have
never had them or where they have
been discontinued. I made a memoran-
dum of the presents received from the

people as follows, eight chickens, i68

eggs, lot of chestnuts, and five candles.

It has hithertoo been our custom to pay
for our rice, but this time in five places

the people refused to take anything.

There is need of much prayer for the
leaders, upon whom much depends. One
of them had written and posted in the
chapel the following :

—

1. Don’t sit down before the door.
2. Don’t be looking all around the

church.

3. Before worship don’t talk of earth-

ly things, but pray in your heart.

4. After worship begins sit still.

5. Sit down facing the speaker.
6. Don’t look around at those who

come in late.

7. Don’t be pulling at your own or

others’ clothes.

8. Don’t belch or yawn loudly.

9 - Don’t make any loud noise.

10. Don’t speak until the other man is

through.
11. Don’t change your seat.

12. Give strangers a seat and half of

your book.

TRUST BRINGS CALMNESS.

From Personal Report of Mrs. G.

Lee, September, 1904.

'J'HE regular Sabbath morning Bible

study class has continued as usual.

The enrollment is 219. Since the war the

attendance is somewhat smaller, perhaps
averaging 150. There are ten classes

and I feel sure the Korean teachers are

learning each year to be more efficient. •

Although the disturbance of war affected 1

the attendance, we did not miss a meet- i

ing. Most of my women come from the 1

neighborhoods near our compounds, and
;

our remaining here in our homes, I feel
,

sure, made it possible for them to stay,

I remember one special Sabbath morn-

ing, when the Russians were not far

away, I felt rather uncertain as to

what might happen, but I was glad I

went down. The women were so glad to

see me aud their firm trust in God was
,

so evident, that it did my heart good.

As I looked from the window and saw

the poor people outside fleeing from the :

city, I thought of the great contrast in ,

the lives of these women which the last

few years had brought about. Nothing. '

but their trust in their Savior could

bring such calmness.

METHODIST PUBLISHING HOUSE: SEOUL.
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ficiency and economy. It would provide

facilities for executing in Korea much
printing work which now has to be sent

to Japan, would avoid many delays,

which in the obtaining of the Scriptures

especially have formerly proved so vexa-

tious, would allow of the installation of

departments for the satisfactory conduct

of book-binding, of illustrating, of type-

casting, and of several other branches of

the art of book-making, of which the

missionary work in Korea comes to stand

more and more in need.

In some lines of work the objections

which present themselves lie chiefly in

the extra labor involved in a readjust-

ment of plans, in removals, and in erec-

tion of new buildings
;
also in a pessibil-

ity that the new plaus will not prove

satisfactorv’ and will later need to be re-

versed, and perhaps in some financial

adjustments which require to be made
with care. These are but slight when
compared with such advantages to the

whole work as have been outlined above.

In the schools too there is almost every-

where a call necessitated for enlarged

facilities, grounds and buildings. Per-

haps the calls that will be sent out for

such funds will uot be larger than were

the work simply carried forward upon
Its present lines. In press work much
fre^h capital is indispensable for the re-

quired expansion, but the demand wall

. be one of reciprocity, for the other mis-

sions in Korea have hitherto enjoyed

the benefit of the capital invested in its

press by the Methodist Episcopal Mis-

sion, and it is bnt right that they should

supply the capital needed for further ex-

pansion.

As a rule the missionary body is

warmly iu favor of these features of

union and is confident that they will

be consummated. Plans for the as-

signment of work to individual mission-

aries during the coming year are being

built upon them
;
and various commit-

tees are working as devotedly as circum-

stances will permit to perfect the many
details necessary in order to briug them

for ratification before the bodies which

meet next month. Even where demands

for increased expenditure are involved

we believe, with the optimistic faith

which has characterized our requests iu

the past, that the Spirit will lead the

Boards to solicit and God’s people to

give according to the measure of His ap-

proval.

Without undue expansion of detail we
have sought to give our readers in the

above a sufficient view of the movement
now interesting all the Korea mission-

aries most deeply, There is one thing

which every one of us upon the field

most earnestly desires for ourselves in-

dividually and for the several bodies

which must pass upon the worldly as-

pects of this union: this is the prayer

of all who are wont to pray for us

and God’s work through us, that He
will make His will very plain and will

lead us perfectly to acquiesce therein,

that He will work out for these confid-

ing Korean Christians at this time just

what His own true purpose is and that

we may not hinder.

RIVER VILLAGE WORK.

From Personal Report ofRev. S. F.

Moore, July, 1905.

Q.ABBATH services have been kept up
^ regularly at the river and much seed

has been sown in wayside preaching and

a good many books and tracts have been

sold and distributed. Some twenty-eight

adults have come in during the year to

make a start for the Kingdom. Of these

some have moved away, some came only

a few times and were seen no more,

while a good many have met with such

opposition from the foes in their own
households that churchgoing was im-

possible.

Mr. Whang, a saloon keeper, brought

his wife to the ^hospital, where they both

heard the Word and gave up the saloon .

business in which they had been engag-

ed. For many mouths Mr. Whang was

out of employment. He came regularly

to church and at last applied for baptism,

when it came out in the examination

that his wife was living iu the coun-

try and that this woman, with whom he

was living, was a concubine. He was

encouraged to live a Christian life, al-

though he could not be baptized. He is

now working for a heathen master, and

his boy says they don’t have prayers any

more. Whang still professes to believe,

but works on Sunday and comes to

church no more.

Yi is a schodl teacher and a doctor.
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He read his Testament well and seemed
a promising inquirer in some ways,
though he seemed to lack in reverence.

After some months Mr. Yi’s only boy
was taken very sick. His wife, who was

• not a believer, wanted to call the mu-
tang and sacriSce to the. spirits. Yi told

her that it was a grievous sin to do so,

but he would not forbid her doing as she

pleased. After the sorceress had sacri-

ficed and gone through with her incan-

tations the child died As th^y had sev-

eral little girls and only this one boy,

they were heart broken. Mrs. Yi said

to her husband, “I am done with wor-

shipping the spirits now,” and in anger

they destroyed the long venerated fe-

tishes.

It was not long after this that Mr. Yi

had a dream in which the devil appear-

ed to him, saying “You are the man who
put me in the fire, are you? -We’ll see

who will conquer. I am setting fire

now to your hou.se.” Immediately he

aw’oke to find his house on fire in several

places. This experience was repeated a

number of times, and, as Yi’s house was
joined by other houses on both sides, and
these age- in to others, the neighbors

feared that their town would be set on

fire, all because Yi was so foolish as to

do the foreign doctrine. After some
time Yi yielded to their importunities

and put up other fetishes, or allowed

them to do so, and to sacrifice to pro-

pitiate the offended gods. This also was

of no avail. The Korean Christians be-

lieve, I think unanimously, that the

devil sets fire to people’s houses. .‘‘We

wrestle not against flesh and blood, but

against powers, against the spiritual

hosts of wickedness in the heavenly

places.”

One woman who came to church and
wished to be a Christian %vas severely

beaten by her husband and forbidden to

come again. Another woman who came
in her husband’s absence, told those w'ho

stopped for her the next Sabbath that

her husband had raised a great row when
be came home and found what she had

done, and it was impossible for her to go

any more.

One young mau, who wished to make
a start for the Kingdom, found his way
opposed by his family, who hid his hat

and coat to prevent his going to church.

The.j^oung Pak, who was laboring with

him, told him that God did not care
about his clothes, and to come just as he
w'as

; so he borrowed a coolie hat from
a neighbor and made his first appearance
at church in his shirt sleeves;

I might go on to relate other instances,
but these will suffice to indicate what it

means to “come out from among idolat-
ers and be separate.” No doubt there
are many who desire to follow the tall

of the Good Shepherd, but as yet are
only disciples secretly for fear of the
(latter day.) Jews,

‘‘But other seed fell on good ground.”
There are a dozen or so of inquirers still

holding out : a half dozen of them seem
to be ready for baptism, and three have
been already received to membership.
We are cramped for room in our pre-

sent quarters. The hut is so low that
only in the center is it possible to stand
up. By order of the Chief of Police all

mutangs and sorcerers were forbidden
to practice their arts and all the idol

shrines in and about the city were strip-

ped of the long worshipped pictures and
images, which were destroyed. Many
buildings were thus left vacant; and,
with the consent of the owner, we oc-

cupied a beautiful little temple for six

weeks. This temple had been built by
a Mr. Sin who had been told that if he
did so his sick child would recover. He
built the temple to Quan Kong (god of

war) and sure enough the boy recovered
and has how grown to manhood. The
old man read the books and would hav'e

been willing, I think, for us to use the
building indefinitely, but his sons, who
lived next door, objected to our singing,
and were afraid we would try to claim

the building, as there was no deed to it.

This incident suggests the time, not so

very*far distant, when even the Buddhas
will be thrown down and the now emp-
ty idol bouses will be filled with those

who worship the- true God.

WOMAN’S WORK AT TAIKU.

From a letter ofMrs. J. E. Adams,

June 5th., 1905.

J WANT you to know the Bible Wo-
man. She is a woman of about sixty-

six, shaking with palsy, but earnest in

her preaching in the guest house and as

she visits around among the people.
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lu accordance with the arrangement
being inaue among others of the plans

for nnion, it is very probable that the

No\ ember numbci: of The Kore.\ Field
will t e issued under a new joint man-
agement as the first number of a monthly
series, representing all the missions in

Korea. The filan is to merge with it

“The Korea Methodist,” which is not

yet quite a t'ear old. If this change be

effected, all stibscribers upon the' books

of both periodicals will go upon the

new books for the period for which
they stand paid up at the time

the union is consummated. In con-

sequence however of the change of

period from a quarterly to a monthly,
ai-.d also because of an increase in rates

of postage amounting to more than a

doublin,^,, it will he necessarj^ that acon-
sidcrably increased subscription price be

set. Of these matters information will

be definitely given in the next number.

KOREAN INDEPENDENCE.

From Personal Report ofRev. S. F.

Moore, July, 1905.

character of the settlement about
our compound has changed so much

that if any one had been absent for a year,

he would hardly recognize the place.

Korean huts have been purchased by
the Japanese one after another, and the

new owners have almost alw'ays replaced

the Korean hut wdth a Japanese house
much more respectable. There are not
a few two story buildings, .some of them
of brick, but mostly frame.
A change corresponding in character,,

if not in degree, has taken place through-
out the peninsula. The Koreans have
not been left in doubt as to the relation

they are to sustain to these uninvited
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imigrants, whohave come to stay They
have been made to understand from the

first that the Japanese are here as

MASTERS and that they themselves
are to be the hewers of wood and drawers
of water.

Korean Independence, which a year
ago was still in hope of surviving, 'Mias
dis o'ved into thin air and mingled with
the .‘hadowy dreams of the past. One
by one the governmental departments
have passed into Japanese control, and
now the Koreans no longer protest, but
quietly bow to the inevitable.

The amount of suffering amongst the
Korean peasantry incident to the incom-
ing of the new regime has been consider-

able; ‘but when we remember that in

the war which has been and still is rag-

ing some hundreds of thousands have
died, there is rt-a.son for thanksgiving
that the suffering has been no greater.

SCHOOLBOY ANSWERS.

From Personal Report ofRev. A. A.

Pieters, July ,
1905.

station assigned me six weeks
work in, the Intermediate School,

beginning the middl'e of November.
The subjects taught were Arithmetic,

the Life of Christ, and Outlines of The-
ology. This work proved extremely in-

teresting, although, after five years’

absence from Korea and strenuous ef-

forts to acquire three other languages,
it was rather difficult to teach such
abstract ideas as the Attributes of God,
the Meaning of the Trinity, or the phil-

osophy of the Eternal Decrees of God
and Man’s Free Agency. I was how-
ever more than once surprised by the

readiness with which the bo}''S seemed
to grasp some of the intricate problems
of theology. For example, wheu I once
asked them whether in their minds the

presence of suffering in the universe,

which was created and is being ruled by
God, would not make Him the author of

suffering, one of them at once replied

that we could no more think that than

we could attribute to God the cause of a

feeble man’s falling and injuring him-
self during a strong wind, although of

course God is the creator of the forces

causing the wind. Other similar an-

swers showed that the boys were not at

all devoid of the power of ratiocination.

THE KOREA FIELD.
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the spiiritual lessons taught, asked intel-

ligent questions, and their prayers were

earnest and uplifting. The same young
woman who had effected this change was

also teaching the small children of be-

lievers. It made my heart glow with

joy and thanksgiving to see this growth

in grace and knowledge and to realize

what God has enabled one young wo-

man to do,

THE STRUGGLE FOR COUNTRY
SCHOOLS.

From Personal Report ofRev. S. F.

Moore, July, 1905.

my fall trip I laid special emphasis
on the duty of parents to at least

teach their children, both boys and girls,

to read the Word of God. There was at

that time but one school in the circuit,

the one at Pai Chun magistracy. Mr.
Kim, the scholarly young Buddhist High
Priest, who came to us a year ago, and
who was mentioned in my last report as

a hopeful inquirer, has had charge of

this school since last October, and under
his leadership the school has prospered.

His fame as a scholar has gone abroad
and several Christian families have
moved to the magistracy to put their

boys into the school.

As a sample of his school devices I

will mention his plan for making all

learn the golden text. “If all are called ,

on to recite together,’’ he said, “a good
many will only half learn it, depending
on a few of the brighter ones to lead

while they follow.” Teacher Kim has a

small metal box, resembling a cartridge,

which was formerly used in practicing

sorcery. In this he puts a number of

small tooth-pick-like sticks, one for each
child. When the box is inverted only one
stick can fall out, and the child whose
name is on this stick is called on to stand
up and recite the golden text before the

school, after which all recite together.

As it is uncertain whose name will be
called, all have to be ready, and the

children have done excellent work in

memorizing the Scripture.

Besides doing good work as a teacher,

this Kim has shown a marked growth in

grace, and is an earnest witness for the
Master. Together wnth five of his older

pupils, he was baptized and admitted to

the Lord’s Supper in March. Before

his conversion he was at the head of a

monastery and had a fair income, but

since his conversion has been working
for his board and washing. This spring

however the little group felt that he

ought to have at least a small salary,

and they have agreed to pay him five

dollars in Korean money per month be-

sides board, washing, and an occasional

suit of clothes.

For two years there were only three

families in this group who were able to

take their turn in boarding the teacher

and to do their share toward providing for

the expenses of the school; and their

self-sacrifice in order to educate their

children has been worthy of all prai'^e.

I think that the example set by this lit-

tle group and the good work done by

the children stimulated the groups near

by so that during the past year five

similar schools have been begun, three

of them being arranged for on my fall

trip, I promising each teacher a suit of

winter clothing and giving some assist-

ance in providing slates and text-books;

otherwise the schools were self-support-

ing.

The teachers have given up much
for Christ, as they are good scholars who
have had experience in teaching the

classics to heathen boys, and they could

get fair salaries for doing so now : but

they count that loss to be gain and are

all working for their board and washing.
The Christians are too few and too poor

to pay the usual stipend, and to get

suitable men who are willing to work
for their board is not alwa3^s easy.

I mention the case of Mr.Yang as

further illustrating how the Lord is

able to supply this need. He taught

the village school at Putenai, where
were a few believers. They urged

him to read the New Testament and
Christian books. He did so and was
converted last fall in answer to their

prayers. As soon as he announced him-
self as a Christian, all his pupils left

him, except two, whose parents were
Christians. Under the old arrangement
only those who were able to pay a bag
of rice per year for each boy and to do
their share toward boarding the teacher

and providing for the expenses of the

school were allowed to send their boys.

As soon as Mr. Yang was converted
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however he invited all the believers in

the village to send their children to

school, both boys and girls, irrespeqtive

of the parents’ ability to contribute any-
thing toward expenses, two or three of

the Christians providing his meals.

Mr. Yang’s father, who lives in a dis-

tant village, belongs to the gentry, and
he was much distressed when he heard

that his son had taken up with the

“foreigners’ doctrine.” When the

young man came home as usual ^t the

New Year season, there was a stormy
time. After vigorously denouncing the

foreign doctrine and forbidding his son"

to have anything more fo do with it, the

old man wasiiSO-’ incensed at his son’s

quiet refusal 'to renounce his Savior

that he took a stick and gave him a

beating (Mr. Yang is about 25 years of

age), and after this he locked him
prevent his attending the winter clgM^
which began a few days after New Yeii^^
Mr. Yang escaped however and caine to

the class, where he won all hearts by

his humility and gracious manners. I

saw him again on my spring trip and he

seemed to be growing in grace. He had

been doiug good work also in instruct-

ing the children, and some of the little

girls who had been in school only a

short time were almost able to read.

The question of how to helpTh^se lit-

tle schools without harming them h&s

been much in my thoughts, and I be-

gin to think that, although it is a very

heavy burden for the churches to carry,

it is piobably best'for them to provide

the..te^c1i^rl^up^ while we help

<^thetfi^^ ’oKner, vnkys. We ought to do
more in provi*ding a summer school for

the teachers. Some little effort is being

made along that line this summer in the

sending of one of the advanced students

from the Seoul Intermediate School,

who will give especial attention to

arithmetic and geography. The teachers

of the circuit are to meet at Pai Chun
magistracy for study with him.

Also, I think that a small amount of

money can be used to good advantage in

providing some sort of equipment,.as

the schools are quite destitute of maps,

blackboards, and desks, the floor answer-

ing for table as well as seat. To paper

the schoolroom, add an ornament or

two, and provide the things mention-
ed above wonld be a wonderful help.

Besides the five schools now running
at Kurentari, Putenai, Charomai, Chuk-
tunchi, and Pai Chun magistracy, a

school was maintained through the win-
ter at Parukai. The leader of the group
there was so crippled by lumbago as to

be incapacitated for farm work. He was
laid aside for a couple of years, and dur-

ing that time was supported, he and his

family, largely by the Christians. Not
only the Parukai group, but other
groups near by, took collections of rice

and sent it to him. This leader’s name
is Mr. Yi, and he has done a good work
for Christ and is much loved and re-

spected. Although not a good scholar,

he knew enough Chinese to teach begin-

ners, and he has conducted a small

school the past winter. It was a great

,
grief to the people at Parukai to lose him
this spring, but he felt that he ought to

move ta the seaside on account of the

poor health of his boy. The love of the

Christians was manifested in their fur-

nishing their oxen and their own services

free of charge to move him to his new
home..
At Muhakkol brother Tuk No Kim is

also incapacitated for farm work, and,

as he has grown sons, who support the

family, he has been able to do a good
deal in the way of teaching a few of the

boys there, who have almost succeeded
• the past winter in learning to read. The
people at this station are poorer than in

any other group, and ignorance, v;hich

usually accompanies deep poverty, is

manifest. Although so poor, there are

two or three families who have agreed
to board a school teacher, if one can be
had.
The same is true of Kampaoui, where

the number of children is small, but
what they lack in number is made up in

quality, for a brighter child than Hoa
Kyungie, the chapel keeper's little boy,

I never saw. They have been waiting
for a teacher since last March, but as

yet are unsupplied.
Throughout the whole circuit this

earnest desire for the education of their

children seems to have come in a kind
of wave the past year, and it is the chief

feature in the development of the work.

METHODIST EDDLISHING HOUSE, SEOUL.
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